
in individual sessions. As he found a safe environment to 
express his feelings and learn tools for appropriate com-
munication and interaction with his mother and sister, 
Jose began to emerge from the anger and shame of his 
family situation. Most importantly, he is accepting that 
domestic violence is not his responsibility. He is now find-
ing freedom to focus on school, friends and growing up. 

Speaking Out Against Domestic Violence 

October is Domestic Violence Awareness Month, a time 
for advocates, service providers, law enforcement and sur-
vivors to raise public awareness about domestic violence. 

St. Pius V staff and clients use the occasion to advocate for 
increased attention on and funding for domestic violence 
services. The parish partners with the Illinois Attorney 
General and other domestic violence organizations, to pro-
mote awareness. 

On October 6, the parish’s H.O.P.E. program will host 
their annual Domestic Violence Awareness Month com-
munity event at 6:00 p.m. in the church hall. The gather-
ing promotes respect for women and children, provides 
education on domestic violence and celebrates the good 
things that are happening with our clients and our pro-
gram. 

Good News from St. Pius V 
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Children of Domestic Violence 
Jose is 14 and grew up in a violent home. Jose’s mother is 
a victim and survivor of domestic violence. Throughout 
his life, Jose has witnessed his alcohol-fueled father push, 
slap, insult and scream at his mother. Feeling angry, sad 
and alone, Jose, formerly a straight-A student in school,  
sunk into bad behavior and deep resentment toward his 
mother. 

Fortunately, Jose and his family found the H.O.P.E. do-
mestic violence program at St. Pius V Parish. 

Children who witness domestic violence in their homes 
are vulnerable to a long list of troubles as they grow into 
adulthood. From school problems to drug use to early sex-
ual activity to aggressive social interaction, young people 
who grow up in this environment of violence need help. 

Jose’s mother is one of 226 women victims of domestic 
violence who found help at St. Pius V in the past year. But 
victims are not the only ones we serve. Jose and his sister 
are two of the 138 children of victims who also have come 
to us for support and healing. 

Beginning in January of this year, H.O.P.E.’s Child and 
Adolescent Counselor has spent extended time with Jose 

Celebrating the Harvest 2010 

Our parish banquet, Celebrating the Harvest, has grown 
into a must-attend event and our most important fund-
raiser of the year. Please join us on Saturday, October 23 
at 6:00 p.m. in our parish hall for this 
year’s very special evening. 

We are thrilled to recognize this year’s 
honorees who share our mission: Jim 
and Martha Maddock, Adolfo and 
Socorro Vega and Cook County 
State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez. 

For more information call (312) 226-
6161 or see stpiusvparish.org/harvest. 

Kermes 2010 

Our parish family begins 
and ends every summer 
with a weekend-long 
street festival and fund-
raiser called “La Kermes.” 

With an abundance of 
food, music, cultural 
dancers, games and most 

of all people, the Kermes weekends are the highlight of  
summer for our faith community. We thank the thousands 
of guests, volunteers, performers and donors for making 
this year’s street festivals so successful!  



A new year always brings excitement as our school family 
re-gathers, we welcome new families, children meet their 
new teachers and a fresh crop of 8th-graders begins their 
final year at St. Pius V. 

Although we welcome 26 new families to our school this 
year, our enrollment is down slightly to 210 students. High 
unemployment and the housing crisis appear to be the 
main causes. “You could say the economy has hit us,” says 
Principal Nancy Nasko. “Although we have managed to 
keep our tuition very low, many families are coming into 
my office, sitting down and - sometimes in tears - sharing 
their worries about making the payments. When a family is 
motivated and their children are doing well we don’t want 
to turn them away.” 

Mrs. Nasko works closely with every family in this situa-
tion. Thanks to generous supporters and the help of the 

Big Shoulders Fund, we are able to provide some financial 
aid to many of these families. 

The eighth 
grade is again 
one of our 
largest classes 
in the school 
and is led by 
l o n g - t i m e 
teacher Mr. 
Mark Zacek. 
Mr. Zacek has 
achieved al-
most legendary status at St. Pius for his strict classroom 
management, emphasis on service, creative activity-
planning and an uncanny ability to help his students get 
accepted into the best Catholic and magnet high schools 
in the area. 

Maria Segura works at the parish and, after trying another 
school for a few years, brought back her eighth-grade son 
to prepare for high school in Mr. Zacek’s class. 
“Academically, the students graduate from St. Pius very 
well prepared,” she said, “and with the opportunity to go 
to the best, most competitive high schools in Chicago. But 
my son is 13 years old and now is when he needs strong 
formation in values. St. Pius complements the same forma-
tion that my husband and I are teaching him at home.” 

St. Pius V School: 139 Years and Counting! 

Sharing Best Practices 

Our domestic violence staff receives an increasing number 
of invitations to resource other churches and organizations. 
Dolores Tapia, Carlos Lopez and Fr. Chuck will be giving 
presentations on domestic violence this fall to the Directors 
of Religious Education of the Archdiocese of Chicago.   Fr. 
Chuck recently spoke at all the masses at St. Joseph Parish 
in Harvard, Illinois and gave a half-day workshop at 
McHenry’s Shah Center entitled “Faith and Violence: 
What is Domestic Violence and What Can the Faith Com-
munity Do About It?” 

Fr. Chuck will be on the road several times in October in-
cluding talks at Blessed Sacrament Parish in Chicago and 
St. Raymond Parish in Mount Prospect. He will return to 
Kansas with preaching and presentations in the Dioceses of 
Wichita and Dodge City (where he spoke last fall) to gather-
ings of clergy and social service workers. 

In the Spotlight... 
Dolores Tapia, director of our H.O.P.E. domestic violence 
program, participated in the 2009 Domestic Violence Sum-
mit Series, organized by the City of Chicago. St. Pius V is 
named in the summit’s final report as one of two churches 
in the city providing “secular services within a religious in-
stitution” (i.e., domestic violence services to victims regard-
less of church affiliation or involvement). 

St. Pius V was profiled in the June 2010 issue of Nuestra 
Parroquia (“Our Parish”), a bilingual monthly resource for 
parishes produced by Claretian Publications. The feature 
highlighted our parish’s history of community involvement, 
the counseling and domestic violence programs and the 
youth programming at Casa Juan Diego. 

Also in June, our pastor, 
Fr. Brendan, shared the 
spotlight with Labor 
Secretary Hilda Solis in 
Faith Works, the newslet-
ter of Interfaith Worker 
Justice.  Secretary Solis 
was in Chicago to ex-
pand the department’s 
Wage and Hour Divi-
sion, and launch a wage 
theft awareness cam-
paign. St. Pius V Parish continues to practice the Catholic 
Church’s long tradition of supporting workers’ efforts for 
fair wages and safe, equitable working conditions. 

From Faith Works, June 2010 



Our parish has profoundly shaped Chicago’s Pilsen 
neighborhood since first opening its doors in 1874 to Irish 
immigrants working on the Illinois canal and the McCor-
mick Works factory. Through small base communities, 
neighborhood coalitions, marches and ministries and even 
co-founding The Resurrection Project, St. Pius V has made 
its mark on Chicago’s Lower West Side. 

But what about the growing number of parishioners who 
have followed the path of earlier Pilsen residents and 
moved out of the neighborhood, even to the suburbs? 
How do these members of our faith community, who at-
tend our Sunday liturgies, participate more fully in our 
parish community life and put their faith into action 
where they live? 

Working with staff member Alma Silva, Frs. Brendan and 
Chuck launched Noches de Reflexión (“Evenings of Reflec-
tion”) this summer for this growing segment of our parish 
family. Volunteer families, trained to facilitate these reflec-
tions on faith and action, hosted the evenings. Thirteen 
families organized two evening sessions each, inviting 
neighbors, friends and family to their homes for prayer, 

honored for living out ideals of unity and reconciliation in 
a ceremony close to Martin Luther King’s January holiday. 

Casa Juan Diego was created in 1996 to give neighbor-
hood kids a safe alternative to the streets after school. The 
program focuses on both academic performance and mak-
ing positive choices to avoid gangs, drugs and violence. 

Our parish youth ministry, religious education and coun-
seling for children reach over 600 young people yearly. 
These programs also emphasize resolving conflicts non-
violently and respecting the God-given dignity of every 
person, including oneself. 

Sunrise Prayers on Beaches Call 
Attention to Violence in Chicago 

 

The 2010 school year in Chicago has begun where the pre-
vious one left off: six public school students have been 
shot - one lost his life - in just the first three days of classes. 
Add to this the fatal shooting of three police officers this 
summer and Chicagoans are reaching a breaking point. 

In response, the Black Deacons of the Archdiocese of Chi-
cago organized five simultaneous prayer services at sunrise 
on beaches on August 21 to unite in prayer and action 
against the violence. Fr. Brendan and our parish choir led 
the Spanish mass at 31st Street Beach. Around 120 people 
attended the lakeside liturgy, which began in fog and driz-
zle and ended with sunlight breaking through the clouds.  

Since 81 percent of homicides in Chicago this year have 
been gang-related, our young people, including innocent 
bystanders, continue to be most at risk. 

The Parish Responds to Violence 

St. Pius V Parish teaches peacemaking and non-violent 
conflict resolution in every area of youth programming. 
Students in the parish school every year select a 
“peacemaker” from each grade. These children are then 

scriptural reflection and sharing of their faith.  

The last of these 13 groups recently gathered and provided 
a context of faith for parishioners and their suburban 
neighbors to reflect on how to positively impact their com-
munities. “Everyone speaks about their experience,” Alma 
said. “What are they looking for in their family and in 
their neighborhood?” 

“We discovered that our parishioners are looking for a 
community with whom they can share their faith and ex-
perience moral and spiritual support,” she added. As fami-
lies move from the close-knit, Hispanic neighborhood 
around St. Pius V into a more diverse world, many feel 
uprooted and isolated from their culture and Catholic 
faith. 

“The reflections and discussions emphasize traditional 
values and the importance of sharing our lives and faith,” 
added Fr. Brendan.  This fall these new groups will be in-
vited to join the existing ten Small Christian Communities 
based in Pilsen to continue regular meetings in homes and 
increased participation in our growing parish “without 
borders.” 

St. Pius V Parishioners Living Their Faith… in the Suburbs? 



Your generosity to the people we serve makes a difference in the lives of so many families. We hope you 
have enjoyed this opportunity to get a closer look at the families and individuals we have the joy of serving. 
May your thoughtfulness bring that same joy into your life and in the lives of your loved ones! 

Brendan Curran, O.P.   Charles W. Dahm, O.P.   Matthias Mueller,. O.P. 
Pastor     Associate Pastor    Associate Pastor 

Thank you! 

Curran Family Benefit for CJD 
The family of Desmond and Mary Pat Curran, parents of 
our pastor, Fr. Brendan, hosted their eighth annual bene-
fit in support of Casa Juan Diego. The August 22 event at 
Cork and Kerry on Chicago’s south side gathered 82 sup-
porters to raise funds for  our youth programming. 

Veronica and 
Israel Ibarra, 
parents of three 
of Casa Juan 
Diego’s success 
stories (Jovana, 
Jocelyne and 
Irving) shared 
t e s t i m o n i a l s .  
The  f ami l y 
thanked staff 
and benefactors 
for helping their 
children excel 

in school and in life. “Casa Juan Diego has helped me 
through my whole life,” said Irving, best known at the 
center for his Michael Jackson dance imitations.  

Fr. Brendan and the youth center staff gave presentations 
on the after-school programs that include homework assis-
tance, tutoring, computer lab, sports and recreation, lead-
ership develop-
ment, and college 
preparation. 

Many thanks to 
the Curran clan 
for their unwaver-
ing dedication to 
the children of 
our community. 

Slainte! 

Staying Connected 
You can stay in touch with us via email by going to our 
website - stpiusvparish.org - and clicking on the Subscribe 
button on the left side of the main page. We will send you 
a brief e-newsletter and other messages about once a 
month to keep you up-to-date with news at St. Pius V. 

Many of our generous benefactors choose to support the 
mission of St. Pius V Parish through an online donation. 
It is convenient, secure and makes a positive impact on 
the lives of those in need. To donate online go to: 
stpiusvparish.org/donate. Thank you! 

Summer at Casa Juan Diego 
During the summer, Casa Juan Diego, the St. Pius V youth 
center, continued with its year-round after-school program 
for 80 children and youth.  But for 40 children and youth 
it was a summer of 
picnics and water 
parks, trips to the zoo 
and museums, work-
shops on making vid-
eos and lessons in 
math and writing, 
organized as a sum-
mer day camp at CJD.  

We are thrilled to 
welcome CJD’s new 
program director, 
Jennifer O’Neil, who 
has a Masters in Edu-
cation from Harvard University and has taught high school 
in the South Bronx, run an after-school program and 
worked in several other non-profits. Jenny’s family lived in 
Central America during her middle--school years and she 
brings a fluency in Spanish and a desire to build upon 
CJD’s strong tradition of supporting families in Pilsen. 

Youth programming supports parents like 
the Ibarras, whose children are succeeding 
in school and making healthy life decisions. 

Mary Pat and Desmond Curran 

Summer camp children stay cool 
with a game of “Duck, Duck, Sponge!” 


