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Casa juan diego completes major expansion 
project ADDs new classrooms, art & music rooms, elevator and more  

donated books and furnishings, and 
other support, Casa Juan Diego was 
born. Our numbers consistently grew, 
and other parish groups began using 
the building as well. Two other organi-
zations, Dorothy Stang Alternative 
Adult High School and Tolton Center, 
partnered with us to use the space 
when our program was not in session. 
With 60-70 students in after-school 
programs, even more in summer camp, 
and a growing waiting list, Casa Juan 
Diego soon needed to expand. In 2011 
the parish received capital grants from 
the State of Illinois and the Field Foun-
dation, as well as major gifts from gen-
erous donors, totaling more than 
$650,000 in support. 
Construction begins! 
Workers added a second floor and an 
elevator to the building, upgraded the 
restrooms and other facilities, and 

made the space a 
better learning envi-
ronment for chil-
dren. 
This past February, 
the program moved 
back into 2020 S. 
Blue Island. The 
larger, more mod-
ern building has 
energized our chil-
dren, staff, families, 
and visitors. We 
continue to look for 
support in furnish-
ing the space with 
age-appropriate 
desks, chairs, and 
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other equipment. A gathering in July 
will mark the official opening.  
What Works 
Casa Juan Diego is unique in offering a 
bilingual, literacy-focused academic 
program that respects the cultures of 
the participants and their families. This 
approach builds on the linguistic and 
cognitive strengths of our children and 
youth, empowering them to overcome 
struggles in school. Reading assess-
ments and other tests show that this 
program is making a difference in the 
lives of our young people. 
You make a difference! 
 The Casa Juan Diego logo depicts a 
house or home, where doors open to 
literacy, culture, and peace.   We hope 
that you will enter that door as a guest, 
a volunteer tutor, or a financial sup-
porter of the children and youth we 
serve. For our current wish list - includ-
ing guitars, art supplies, computer soft-
ware, and a flat screen for our commu-
nity - go online at casajuandiego.org. 
Thank you for supporting the children, 
youth and families of Casa Juan Diego! 

After school is a time of learning and 
fun for boys and girls from eight local 
schools who attend Casa Juan Diego, 
the youth center of St. Pius V parish.  
The completion of a major expansion 
and renovation means even more chil-
dren and youth will benefit from our 
programs. With five new classrooms, 
an art room, a music room, two com-
puter labs and more, Casa Juan Diego 
is bigger and better than ever! 
Where we started 
In the early 1990s local parents ap-
proached the staff of St. Pius V with 
concerns about street violence and 
their children’s academic struggles. 
Together we created an after-school 
program that began with 15 students 
and one staff person in a single room. 
In 1996 the parish purchased the emp-
ty American Legion hall at 2020 S. 
Blue Island Avenue. With renovations, 
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St. Pius V School News 

We bid farewell to 8th-graders, Retiring Teachers 

St. Pius V Students learn investment through Innovative Program 

Mendez, and that just makes 
me feel special. After all these 
years she hasn't forgotten. 
That just shows how much 
she cared about me and all 
her students.”   
Our most tenured teacher, 
Ms. Micky Diaz, is retiring 
after 28 years here. During 
that time, she taught hun-
dreds of students, more than 
a dozen of whom now send 
their children here. “When 
alumni parents visit the 
school with their children, 
they inevitably want to go see 

Ms. Diaz,” said Marketing Director Kurt 
Lewis, “and she remembers each one as 
soon as she sees them.” 
To these three teachers, we send along our 
prayers and wish them each a long, relax-
ing retirement. 

Seven years ago, board members of the 
Big Shoulders Fund conceived of a pro-
gram to educate Catholic school students 
in stock market investing. They chose St. 
Pius V School as a pilot site and matched 
an investor - Jim Hoeg, currently of Me-
sirow Financial - with our 8th-graders. 
Each year, Mr. Hoeg has donated $3,000, 
which the students invest in real stocks 
that they have researched and chosen, 
hoping for a high rate of return over the 
course of the school year. At the end of 
the year, students receive a 1% finder's 
fee and the rest of their investment prof-
its are donated to the school. 
The Big Shoulders investment program 
now functions in 49 Catholic schools 
and has generated almost half a million 
dollars for students and schools. This 
year’s St. Pius V graduates earned $30 
per student and $2,500 for the school. 
Over the years, Mr. Hoeg has become a 
very special member of the school family. 
Soon his family will be growing as he and 
his wife are expecting their first child 
later this summer. To thank him for his 
generosity, students gave him a custom-
made St. Pius V School onesie during 
their graduation ceremony.  
Three teachers retire 
As we say goodbye to another school 
year, we also say goodbye to three incredi-
ble teachers who retire this summer. 
These three women - all Chicago natives - 
have given a combined total of nearly 70 
years to St. Pius V School. Each one has 
had a positive impact on the lives of hun-
dreds of students and we have been so 
blessed to have them here.  
Mrs. Janine Williams, our 1st-grade 
teacher, is retiring after 15 years of ser-
vice to St. Pius V. “I remember,” said 
Andrew Torres, her student in 1998, 
“when we did good work she would say 
to us, ‘you knocked my socks off!’ and 
then throw actual socks in the air. It was 
always so much fun being in her class.”  

Ms. Janine Markowicz, our 5th-grade teach-
er and Assistant Principal, has been teach-
ing at SPV for 26 years. Angie Mendez, a 
former student and now parent at the 
school said, “Every time I see her, she still 
calls me by my full name, Maria Angelina 
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Fenwick, Dominican Volunteers honor Priests 
Fr. Chuck and Fr. Brendan receive awards from two Dominican institutions 
At its annual Blackfriars Dinner in April, 
Fenwick High School bestowed its distin-
guished Lumen Tranquillum Award on Fr. 
Chuck Dahm, O.P. for being a light to so 
many people. 
In accepting the award, Fr. Chuck reflect-
ed: “In the seminary, practically our only 
textbook was the Summa of St. Thomas 
Aquinas, the original Lumen Tranquillum. 
He used the light of faith to illuminate the 
secular sciences in order to advance the 
kingdom of God in this world. That is 
what I wanted to do – join faith and rea-
son to resolve the ills and injustices of the 
day. 
“I was fortunate that my first assignment 
to Bolivia helped me see the world from 
the perspective of the poor for the first 
time. Those early years of my priesthood 
formed my conscience and instilled in me 
a perspective that continues to energize 
and guide my life.   
“Pope Francis described this perspective 
for the church when he said, ‘We have to 
go to the periphery, the margins, rather 
than focus on the center.’  I have tried to 

preach and live by 
this perspective as 
an activist for social 
justice, a pastor of a 
predominantly Mex-
ican immigrant par-
ish and as an advo-
cate for victims of 
domestic violence. 
Thank you so much 
for this honor. I am 
humbled by it“ 
MORE HONORS 
The Dominican 
Volunteers, USA, 
an organization 
supported by Dominicans across the 
United States, honored Fr. Brendan and 
Fr. Chuck for their service to the volun-
teers and the organization. 
Many Dominican volunteers have given a 
year of service to St. Pius V and many 
have lived at the parish where the organi-
zation’s offices are located. 
In receiving the award at the annual ban-
quet in late April, Fr. Brendan recounted 

domestic violence ministry reaches 56 parishes 
As domestic violence continues to receive 
significant attention in the media, St. Pius 
V advances its efforts to have Catholic 
parishes reach out more compassionately 
to victims, their children and even perpe-
trators. 
This year, Fr. Chuck has preached in 
eight parishes in the Archdiocese (Our 
Lady of Lourdes, St. Ailbe, St. Clare de 
Montefalco, St. Cletus, Epiphany, St. 
Columbanus, St. Mary of Celle in 
Berwyn, and St. Frances of Rome in Cice-
ro) and formed ministries in most. He has 
now reached 56 parishes. 
As the Archdiocesan Director of Domes-
tic Violence Outreach, Fr. Chuck has ex-
panded his Steering Committee from 6 to 
20 members to better represent the large 
number of people from different parishes 

interested in advancing this ministry be-
yond the work of one person. 
Two organizations working on domestic 
violence recently invited Fr. Chuck to join 
their boards: Chicago Says No More, 
which promotes media attention on do-
mestic violence and is working with the 
Chicago Bears to train its players in this 
area; and Catholics for Family Peace, a 
national organization based in Washing-
ton, DC, that urges Catholic leaders at 
the national and diocesan levels to devel-
op healthy responses to domestic violence. 
Note that the U.S. Catholic bishops have 
published a beautiful pastoral letter on 
domestic violence, When I Call for Help, 
which states: “We must emphasize that no 
one is expected to stay in an abusive mar-
riage.”  Words of liberation for many! 

how he had served for two years as a Do-
minican volunteer and through that ser-
vice discovered his vocation as a priest. 
Fr. Chuck praised the Dominican Sisters, 
especially those from Sinsinawa, for their 
creative and courageous leadership in 
founding and sustaining the volunteer 
organization that has helped so many 
young people discover the Dominican 
charism and serve the Church.  
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Dear Friends, 
 In this update from St. Pius V parish we share with you 
news from both Casa Juan Diego (our youth center) and awards 
we received from Dominican Volunteers, USA. At the intersec-
tion of these two entities is a Dominican volunteer, Juan Mi-
guel Alvarez, who worked at Casa Juan Diego this past year. 
Reflecting on his time of service, Juan Miguel wrote: “Every day 
of work [at Casa Juan Diego] provides me with peace, regardless 
of the stress the day may have provided as well. Peace, not be-
cause of any particular outcome of that day, but because I know 

that faithfully and genuinely putting the hours in every day is 
how God builds masterpieces in the lives of his children.” 
This wonderful example of a young person putting his faith 
into action is why your support of our mission is making a dif-
ference in Pilsen, in Chicago, in the world.  
We thank you for your generosity to the children, individuals, 
and families who share in our ministry. You and your loved 
ones continue to be in our prayers.  

 

Fr. Thomas Lynch, OP Fr. Chuck Dahm, OP 

Administrator   Associate Pastor 

Fr. Brendan leaves st. pius v parish 
St. Pius V parishioners miss their pastor, 
Fr. Brendan Curran, O.P. and would love 
to have him back. Fr. Brendan had to leave 
St. Pius V on April 30, 2015 when a per-
son - an unmarried adult woman - reported 
to the Archdiocese that she and Fr. Bren-
dan had had an inappropriate relationship 
for a number of months eight years ago. 
Fr. Brendan wrote on May 3, 2015, 
“I failed in my commitment to my 
ministry as a priest. For that I can-
not apologize enough. I am heart-
broken because my actions have 
caused pain to so many people. 
From the bottom of my heart, I 
apologize and ask for your for-
giveness. I am trying to make 
amends by participating in a pro-
gram of self-evaluation and spiritual 
healing after which I plan to rededi-
cate myself to God’s service as a 
priest. I am extremely grateful to so 
many who have expressed their sup-
port for me. May God always bless 
you.” 

We move forward 
As our parish says good-bye to Fr. Brendan, 
we also look forward to welcoming a new 
pastor on August 1 to continue to lead the 
good work of this parish. 
In the meantime, Fr. Tom Lynch, O.P., has 
been appointed to serve as administrator of 
the parish. 

Save the date! 

October 24, 2015 

Celebrating the Harvest  
Join us for our popular fall 
awards banquet Celebrating the 
Harvest on Saturday, October 24 
in our parish hall. 
You can be an event sponsor, 
make a dona-
tion, or re-
serve your 
place - last 
year’s event 
sold out! - at 
stpiusvpar-
ish.org/harvest. 

Kermes Kicks off Summer 
The weather was just good enough June 5-7 to allow several 
thousand to attend the Kermes, our annual street festival. 
Many thanks to those who attended, volunteered, donated, 
sponsored, and bought raffle tickets! Our raffle winners were: 
 Toyota Corolla Grand Prize - Ticket #7387: Katie Kyler 
 2nd prize - Ticket #15194: Paty Valois 
 3rd prize - Ticket #18923: Joel Bahena Nicasio 
 4th Prize – Ticket #13023: Alejandra Gallegos 


