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3rd Annual Parish Banquet 

 

Celebrating the Harvest 

 

St. Pius V will host its 3rd annual parish banquet, Celebrating 
the Harvest, on Saturday, October 10, with special honoree 
Congressman Luis Gutierrez and guest emcee Lilia Chacon. As 
Illinois’ 4th District representative in the U..S. House, Rep. 
Gutierrez has frequently collaborated with St. Pius V Parish on 
issues such as immigration reform. Ms. Chacon, general assign-
ment reporter for FOX News Chicago, also is no stranger to the 
parish, having visited the school and covered numerous stories 
in the neighborhood. 
 
The annual parish banquet is an opportunity for the St. Pius V 
family to celebrate the many blessings we have enjoyed through-
out the year. We thank all of our benefactors, those who have 
generously given of themselves to make St. Pius V a unique com-
munity of faith and service. 
 

At the banquet we will recognize three 
special honorees: 
 
Community Service 
Congressman Luis V. Gutiérrez 
U.S. House 
 
Institutional Development 
Martha and José Luis González 
J.L. Gonzalez Produce, Inc. 
 
Family of Faith 
Armando and Elba López 
 
Honorary Emcee 
Lilia Chacon, FOX News Chicago 
 
Tickets are $50 and additional sponsors 
are welcome! Call the parish office for 

more information: (312) 226-6161. Proceeds benefit the out-
reach and ministries that help so many individuals and families 
in our community. 

 

Dear Friends and Families of St. Pius V, 

 

As the days change from long and hot to short 
and cool, we give thanks for the blessings we en-
joyed this past summer and celebrate a return to 
our fall schedule. While summer is a bit more laid 
back at St. Pius V, it’s not exactly slow with street 
Masses, summer camp, soup kitchen, festivals, 
classes and more. But in September, people re-
turn from vacation, school starts, religious educa-
tion classes begin and our programs kick into high 
gear. We renew our mission as a parish. 

Fr. Brendan discusses Kids Café at Casa Juan Diego with Alicia 
Huguelet (far left), Director of Public Policy with the Greater 
Chicago Food Depository, and U.S. Senator Dick Durbin and his 
staff member. Promoting childhood nutrition, the Food Deposi-
tory brought Sen. Durbin to Casa Juan Diego on August 7 to 
showcase a successful example of the Kids Café nutrition pro-
gram. For more on Casa Juan Diego and the Senator’s visit, please 
see the story on page three. 

Good News from St. Pius V 



Evangelization on Pilsen Streets 
A summer tradition at St. Pius V is celebrating a weekly Mass 
on the street in specific neighborhoods around the parish. 
Each Friday evening, one of the parish’s small Christian com-
munities organizes the Mass and invites neighbors to bring a 
chair and join the celebration. 

Members of the local Christian community obtain permission 
to close the street, clean it up, plan the liturgy, select the theme 
for the readings and preaching. 

After Mass, the residents serve a light meal for all participants 
and the parish musicians switch from a choir to a band in or-
der to animate dancing on the street. 

In mid-July, 
Fr. Chuck 
g a t h e r e d 
with the 
f a m i l y , 
friends and 
n e i g h b o r s 
of Johny 
Vasquez, a 
16-year-old 
who was 
shot to 
death in 
July 2008 by two young Rockford men who, in fulfillment of 
their gang initiation requirement, came to Pilsen for the sole 
purpose of shooting someone. 

Johny's mother organized an anniversary memorial Mass on the 
spot where her son was murdered and included the names of 
other youth who were killed on the block, the most violent 
block in the neighborhood. Gang members attended the Mass 
and heard Fr. Chuck's invocation of Jesus' words to denounce 
violence and live in peace. 

After Mass, the gang members provided beverages for the meal 
that neighbors had prepared. Approximately 25 adults re-
sponded to Fr. Chuck's invitation to form a group to work to 
promote the peace on their block. 

 

Steeple 

Repair 

For two weeks in 
July, workers com-
p l e t ed  bad l y 
needed repairs on 
the steeple of St. 
Pius V church. 
The $46,000 pro-
ject was helped by 
a $26,000 grant 
from the archdio-
cese. 

On June 24, the Resurrection Project, our economic develop-
ment corporation, unveiled its newest affordable rental build-
ing, Casa Morelos, with 45 units of high-quality housing at 2015 
S. Morgan. The building has units with 1-3 bedrooms and in-
corporates several environmentally friendly technologies includ-
ing a green rooftop system. Next door, TRP is constructing 
Casa Maravilla, a residence with 73 units of affordable senior 
housing, scheduled to open next year. 

The National Council of La 
Raza presented TRP with a 2009 
Family Strengthening Award on 
July 25. The honor recognizes 
TRP’s financial and housing 
development programs that have 
improved the lives of Hispanic 
families in the area. 

This summer TRP marked its 
11th season of basketball tournaments on Pilsen streets with 
about 100 youth participating. Games are played on Friday 
nights on a different block each week. Although the games are 
held in neighborhood “hot spots” (areas of heavy gang activity), 
they are conducted in an environment made safe by the pres-
ence of neighbors, family and police. Through the games, 
neighborhood youth get to know one another and compete in 
a healthy and safe manner. Moreover, the community and po-
lice learn to work together and better understand one another.  

TRP Celebrates Success 

Casa Morelos 



The spotlight shines on Casa Juan Diego 
Our parish youth center, Casa Juan Diego, offered a successful 
half-day summer program for 80 youngsters as well as its year-
around after-school program in the afternoons. Student partici-
pants received special attention in math and reading but also 
enjoyed field trips, computer training, and sports activities. The 
staff was assisted by two students from the University of Notre 
Dame and ten teenagers, whose summer work program was fi-
nanced through federal stimulus funds.  The team worked well 
together and provided excellent mentoring for all. 

Notre Dame interns support Casa Juan Diego 

The Notre Dame students, 
participating in the univer-
sity's Latino Leadership 
Intern Program, were par-
ticularly helpful. Sofia Ti-
rado, 19 years old, from 
Tucson, is a sophomore 
majoring in English. This 
summer, she learned a lot 
from the children. She 
believes they related well to 
her because she is still a 
teen herself and recently 
has gone through many of 

the same things they are experiencing with their families and 
peers. “You learn so much from them,” she said. “Their prob-
lems and concerns with their families are similar. It feels good to 
help them.” 

Pablo De Luna, 21 
years old, is a senior 
majoring in mechanical 
engineering. He is vol-
unteering this summer 
because it is his last 
opportunity before 
finishing school and 
starting his career; he 
wanted to give back to 
the Latino community. 

Pablo is from a small 
town, Eagle Pass, Texas, 
and spends a lot of 
time with family on 
their rancho in rural 
Mexico. Commenting 
on his ex-perience, he 
said, “This summer opened my eyes about immigration. It af-
fects so many people in Pilsen. I'm from a border town, but it 
seems to me that Mexican immigrants are more united here in 
Pilsen and at St. Pius than they are in my hometown.” 

Senator Durbin visits the youth center 

On August 7, the summer camp participants were served lunch 
by a very special guest: U.S. Senator Dick Durbin. Casa Juan 
Diego partners with the Greater Chicago Food Depository to 
offer Kids 
C a f é ,  a 
healthy meal 
program that 
offers break-
fa s t  and 
lunch to chil-
dren. When 
S e n a t o r 
Durbin asked 
the Food 
Depository to 
visit one of 
the Kids Café 
programs in 
Chicago they 
chose Casa 
Juan Diego. After serving a lunch to every child at the youth cen-
ter, Senator Durbin introduced three members of his staff who 
shared their stories of growing up in low-income, urban 

neighborhoods and 
f ind ing  succe s s 
through education. 

Three weeks later, 
the news cameras 
returned to Casa Juan 
Diego with a visit 
from FOX News an-
chor Patrick Elwood. 
After engaging the 
children in a lively 
game of foosball, Mr. 
Elwood gathered 

information for a news feature on how Kids Cafés reduce child-
hood hunger and promote better eating choices. 

Planned expansion of Casa Juan Diego 

When Governor Pat Quinn signed the Illinois capital expendi-
ture bill for 2010, it included a $200,000 capital assistance grant 
to our parish youth center, Casa Juan Diego. Our plan is to ex-
pand the second floor of the center to include a doubling the 
size of our computer center, three new classrooms, additional 
staff offices and other rooms for music and art. Because the ex-
pansion will cost nearly $500,000, we are initiating a capital 
campaign to realize this dream sometime in 2010. The expan-
sion responds to the long waiting list of students, approximately 
100, interested in participating in our after-school program. 

Sofia Tirado is pictured here with 
students from Casa Juan Diego. At 
Notre Dame she tutors at-risk youth. 

Pablo De Luna, standing center, found a 
Hispanic community in Chicago some-
what different from that of his home-
town on Texas’ border with Mexico. 



We thank you for your continued support of St. Pius V. Without your help, our ministry and outreach 
would not be possible. May God continue to bless you and your families. 
 
Brendan Curran, O.P.   Charles W. Dahm, O.P.   Matthias Mueller,. O.P. 
Pastor     Associate Pastor    Associate Pastor 

Thank you! 

Domestic violence continues to be a major focus of St. Pius V. 
Our six counselors are inundated with women victims from all 
over metropolitan Chicago. We also are one of the few agencies 
that provide counseling to children of families suffering from 
domestic violence. Our men's group, that is, our group of male 
abusers, is astounding. Nearly 30 men meet weekly to reflect on 
their use of violence and discover ways to renew their lives and 
possibly their spousal relationships. 

As a founding member of the Archdiocesean Task Force on 
Domestic Violence, Fr. Chuck does public speaking and works 
to develop ministry to victims of domestic violence in other 
parishes. This summer, he preached about domestic violence at 
all the Sunday Masses at St. Clare of Montefalco. Responding 
to his invitation for volunteers to develop a parish ministry, 50 
people attended two follow-up sessions. In September, he will 
work with the parish staff and these volunteers to form a sup-
port group for victims of domestic violence and work to make 
the parish a welcoming, safe haven for victims along the lines of 
the model of St. Pius V’s program. 

In September, Fr. Chuck will conduct a similar process for St. 
John Neumann parish in St. Charles, Illinois and in October 
for the Diocese 
of Dodge City, 
Kansas. 

In an effort to 
reverse planned 
cuts in the Illi-
nois budget for 
programs serv-
ing victims of 
domestic vio-
l e n c e ,  2 5 
women victims 
and staff from St. Pius V joined people from other organiza-
tions in a demonstration in downtown Chicago. In October, 
Domestic Violence Awareness Month, St. Pius V will join Illi-
nois Attorney General Lisa Madigan at the State of Illinois 
building for an event to raise awareness of domestic violence. 

St. Pius V provides H.O.P.E. 

for domestic violence victims 

St. Pius V launched a new effort to develop lay ministers with a 
course taught by Fr. Chuck to members of the Social Action 
Committee in spring 2008.  The 18-hour course, entitled Per-
sonal and Social Development, was received enthusiastically by 
the participants and re-offered the following fall and spring to 
other members of the parish. Fr. Chuck taught a follow-up 
higher level course for those interested in further personal de-
velopment. The participants reported a greater appreciation of 
themselves, their culture and their commitment to serve in the 
community. Many have joined the Social Action Committee or 
other ministries in the parish. The program, which incorporates 
the pedagogical methods of well-known Latin American educa-
tor Paulo Freire, continues this fall. 

Program Empowers Lay Leaders 

Your Generosity Makes a Difference! 

Casa Juan Diego, the community youth center of St. Pius V, 
needs $9 per child, per day to run its programs. That is a very 
small price to pay compared to the benefits for our children: 
confidence in school, staying off the streets, strong family ties 
and success in life.  With 80 students per day for twelve 
months a year the costs do add up.  

Your generous donations make all the difference - for the 
young people of Casa Juan Diego as well as for victims of do-
mestic violence and for desperate people who fill our recep-
tion area everyday in need of food, clothing, shelter or work. 


