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Finding Hope in a Community of Faith— 
A Young Woman Turns Her Life Around 

When Pablo and Martha Gutierrez dropped off their daughter 
Mariana for new student orientation at Northwestern University 
in August, their deep pride was mixed with an almost palpable 
sense of relief and a deep sense of gratitude. 

Pride, for obvious reasons: these Mexican immigrant parents, 
who speak little English, had raised a daughter who earned entry 
into one of the best universities in the country. (“With three 
scholarships,” her mother proudly points out.) 

Relief follows a few tumultuous high school years. After graduat-
ing 8th grade as a top student, Mariana began high school by 
hanging out with a very dangerous crowd. They introduced her 
to drinking, drugs and gang-banging.  A bad fight got her ex-
pelled from her selective enrollment high school and after a week in her neighborhood school she dropped out of classes 

completely. 

Mariana spent several months in and out of her family’s home, 
terrifying her parents so that even today her mother’s eyes fill 
with tears as she recalls the sleepless, anxiety-filled nights. 

Gratitude to God and St. Pius V for saving Mariana’s life. After 
more parties and more fights, a wake up call for Mariana oc-
curred at yet another funeral of a friend, who himself had repeat-
edly urged her to return home to her family. At the time, her 
parents discovered St. Pius V. Here they found counseling  for 
Mariana and themselves from Fr. Brendan as well as support 
from the parish Charismatic Renewal Group. Mariana partici-
pated in three parish retreats that strengthened her resolve.    

“I found an alternative high school that let me enroll,” she said. 
“I started attending night school, summer school and weekends - 
my goal was to graduate at the same time as I would have if I had 
not dropped out of school. And that’s what I did!” 

Thankful to God and St. Pius V parish, Mariana and her parents 
began to serve as ministers at the 4:30 pm Sunday Mass and 
eventually became liturgy coordinators. During Holy Week, the 
family served as the host family for the parish Seder meal.  On 
Good Friday, Mariana preached on one of the Seven Last Words 
(“Mother, behold your son; son, behold your mother”). She re-
flected on how her experience and the help from St. Pius V 
brought her and her parents closer than ever.   

 

You are invited to our fifth annual parish awards banquet, 

 

Celebrating the Harvest 
 

October 15 at 6:00 PM in the 
Parish Hall (1901 S. Ashland Ave.) 

 

    We are proud to honor: 
         Mary Ellen Caron 
         Thomas and Judith Herbstritt  
         Daniel Suarez 

 
Individual reservations are 

available for a $75 donation 
Tables of eight for $500 

Honorary Emcee: 
Tsi-tsi-ki Félix of 

Telemundo Chicago  

[The names in this article have been changed to respect the 
confidentiality of the persons involved.] 

Kermes Serves Up Food, Fun, Music 
Plenty of sun and a little rain blessed our September street festi-
val on Labor Day weekend making for another successful event. 

Families and friends gathered to share good food, listen to mu-
sic, enjoy cultural performances and dance away the evenings. 
Funds support the ministries and social outreach of St. Pius V. 

Dozens of volunteers like  Maura (far left) and Teresa along 
with Luis Chavez, coordinator of the Parenting Program at St. 
Pius V Parish make the street festivals run smoothly. 



St. Pius V School is blessed with a dedicated faculty that 
blends the wisdom of experienced teachers with the inno-
vation and enthusiasm of newer ones. This mix is a major 
reason our alumni advance to the best Chicago area high 
schools, many with scholarships and in honors programs.  

This year we welcome three new faculty members, two of 
whom have previous ties to our school. 

Mary Blaida takes over 7th grade from Lauren Hodges, 
who has moved to South Korea to teach English and pur-
sue studies in science. A Loyola University - Chicago 
graduate, Mary did her student teaching last year with our 
1st grade teacher, Janine Williams. An avid runner, she will 
also support the school’s after-school running club. 

Annie Scholl, a graduate of DePaul, is our new resource 
teacher. She worked at St. Pius V School the previous four 
years through her university’s work-study program and shared 
with the students her gifts of art: photography, writing and visual 
arts. Last May we grieved the loss of our former resource teacher, 
the legendary Barbara Mac-Williams, who passed away after a 
year-long bout with cancer. 

Sean Mundy from Dominican Volunteers USA joins Annie in 
the Resource Room. Sean holds a degree in Childhood and Spe-
cial Education from St. Thomas Aquinas College in New York 
and is continuing graduate studies at Pace University. A technol-
ogy buff, Sean also pursues his interest in musical theater. 

Universities Assist St. Pius V School 

Collaboration with Rush University: Principal Nancy Nasko 
announced that St. Pius V is one of several Big Shoulders 
Fund schools that will participate in a program with Rush Uni-
versity Medical Center to develop “executive function” in stu-
dents. This cutting-edge initiative is based on the scientific 
principle that frontal lobe brain processes - executive functions 
that control planning, organizing, making decisions, paying 
attention and regulating behavior - not only develop naturally 
but also can be learned. 

This learning will be integrated into our school’s 
curriculum this year with help from the educational 
staff of the Rush Neuro Behavorial Center.  

“Thanks to Big Shoulders, the Rush staff will pro-
vide professional development sessions for our 
teachers, visit classrooms, conduct assessments and 
even meet with parents,” said Mrs. Nasko.  

Marquette University Peace Works:  Building on a 
long history of education on non-violence - includ-
ing the school’s signature Peacemaker Awards each 
January - St. Pius V will partner this year with the 
Marquette University Center for Peace Building as 
the university’s first pilot site for its Peace Works 
program in Chicago. 

The program fosters peacemaking communities in 
Chicago schools with an emphasis on reducing vio-
lence and bullying. The program will support stu-
dents and teachers in developing non-violent con-
flict resolution and restorative justice strategies. 

 

      St. Pius V School Pride 

The three Ramirez children, pictured with their mom, were among the 
216 Pre-K through 8th grade students starting school on August 22. 

Annie Scholl (from left), Sean Mundy and Mary Blaida spent much 
of the summer preparing for their new roles at St. Pius V School. 



Casa Juan Diego: 
Summer Learning & Fun 

“When I get back to school I think I’m going to be in first hon-
ors,” says ten year-old Ramses during the summer program at 
Casa Juan Diego. “The work I’m doing here is for fifth and 
sixth [grades] and I’m going to be in fifth. It’s going to help me 
prepare.” He adds with a quiet confidence, “When I go back to 
school I’m going to be doing very well.” 

Ramses was one of 70 children and youth who not only learned 
reading and math skills over the summer but gained confidence 
and built self-esteem during the nine week program. 

The Family Literacy Project: This summer’s program included  
the usual warm weather fun plus the launching of the center’s 
new literacy initiative. 

The Family Literacy Project is Casa Juan Diego’s response to the 
low test scores and grade reports in reading and writing for the 
center’s students - almost all of whom are English language 
learners. Staff have transformed the center into a reading and 
writing stronghold, while retaining the cultural and traditional 
elements that make Casa Juan Diego special. 

“We are waiting for the summer data to be aggregated,” said 
Jenny O’Neil, Program Director, “but we know anecdotally that 

it was an incredible 
success We doubled 
our attendance and 
doubled the number 
of field trips. Stu-
dents received over 
five hours of literacy 
instruction and 
three  hours of 
mathematics in-
struction a week.” 

Julia Slotnik, a vol-
unteer through Do-
minican Volunteers 
USA, joins  the staff 
of Casa Juan Diego 
this year. With an 
undergraduate de-
gree from St. Mary’s 
Col l ege  (Not re 
Dame, Indiana) and a Masters in Education from Regis Univer-
sity (Denver), Julia is assisting in program planning and teach-
ing. 

These children were among the 70 participants this summer at 
Casa Juan Diego, where they enjoyed both fun in the sun and 
extra attention to reading and writing. 

Writing a Story of Hope  

The parents and family of our pastor, Fr. Brendan, hosted 
their annual summer party to support the work of our parish 
youth center, Casa Juan Diego. Focusing on the center’s new 
after-school literacy initiative, the event took the theme 
“Writing a Story of Hope.” 

Guests enjoyed food, drink, testimonies, Irish music, prizes 
and the opportunity to reconnect at Cork & Kerry in Beverly. 
Many thanks to Desmond and Mary Pat Curran and family 
for their hard work and generosity!  

Dominican volunteer Julia Slotnik works 
with a 1st-grader in Casa Juan Diego’s 
new library. 

Jenny O’Neil (second from right), Program Director of Casa 
Juan Diego, and her husband, Brian Ward (far right), greet Carl 
Ghiselli and Teresa Limon, two of the more than 80 guests at 
the August 7 gathering to support Casa Juan Diego. 



As we say goodbye to the warm weather and another active summer, we thank all our friends, the ex-
tended community of St. Pius V, for remembering us with your prayers, gifts, visits and warm wishes. May 
this fall be graced with love and peace. Please know that we continue to remember you in our prayers. 

Brendan Curran, O.P.   Charles W. Dahm, O.P.             Matthias Mueller,. O.P. 
Pastor     Associate Pastor               Associate Pastor 

Thank you! 

Online Donations 

More and more of our generous donors choose to support 
the mission of St. Pius V parish through online donations. 
This convenient and secure method positively impacts the 
lives of those in need. To donate online please visit: 
stpiusvparish.org/donate 

Slain Officer Memorialized: 
Scholarship Awarded 

Community members filled the street at 18th Place and 
Loomis on July 1 to pay tribute to the late Officer 
Brian Strouse. At that location, on June 30, 2001, 
Officer Strouse, a decorated veteran, was killed in the 
line of duty. Chicago’s new police superintendent 
Garry McCarthy joined local leaders, friends and fam-
ily and a large “roll call” of fellow officers to pay trib-
ute to the fallen hero. Frs. Brendan and Chuck led 
prayers at the event. 

In honor of this tenth anniversary an anonymous do-
nor created the Brian Strouse Memorial Scholarship, 
which will be presented each year to a St. Pius V School stu-
dent who is the son or daughter of a police officer. The award 
will cover the cost of an entire year’s tuition. 

St. Pius V principal Nancy Nasko presented the inaugural 
scholarship to fifth-grader Eliza Jacinto. Her father Fernando 
Jacinto is not only a Chicago police officer but an alumnus of 
St. Pius V himself and an active volunteer in the school. 

Fr. Chuck and local residents celebrate Mass on the street in 
the 1900 block of South Laflin on July 1. St. Pius V’s Christian 
Base Communities organized 15 outdoor liturgies this summer. 
Another 22 reflection nights were hosted by parishioners in 
their homes in other parts of the city and suburbs. 

Fr. Chuck in the News 
U.S. Catholic magazine published Fr. Chuck Dahm’s article on 
church responses to domestic violence on its web site 
(uscatholic.org/domesticviolence). The article also will appear in 
the magazine’s October issue. 

“Although the bishops have urged all clergy and lay ministers to 
reach out to victims of domestic violence,” Fr. Chuck writes, 
“Catholic parishes and institutions have largely ignored that call. 
Rarely is domestic violence mentioned in a homily, let alone ad-
dressed as the main topic.” 

In August, National Public Radio followed up on this article with 
an interview with Fr. Chuck and Elia Carreon, a survivor assisted 
in the St. Pius V domestic violence program. Elia shared how she 
searched for help and eventually found it at St. Pius V. Fr. Chuck 
discussed the needs he and parish staff perceived in the commu-
nity as they launched a domestic violence program in the mid-90s. 

A link to that interview and the companion article can be found 
at: stpiusvparish.org/npr. 

Fr. Brendan and principal, Nancy Nasko, present the first Brian Strouse memo-
rial scholarship to St. Pius V student Eliza Jacinto and her father Fernando. 


