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REFLECTION FOR MARCH 1, 2015
COMFORT AND SELFISHNESS: OBSTACLES TO TRANSFORMATION

Welcome—Initial Prayer - Ask God to guide the reflection

See the Reality: During the transfiguration, for a brief moment, the disciples saw Jesusin a
whole new way; bathed in bright light, with brilliant clothing, and talking to Moses and Elijah.
Afterwards, they saw Jesus as they always had seen him. This vision caused them to think
anew about Jesus’ identity and his mission. But first, they had to allow God to transform
them from their old understanding, and into a new vision that God would give them- if they
would let him. As we continue to think about service as a model for Christian living, we look
at comfort and selfishness as two obstacles to serving those in need, as Christ has shown us.

e Do you think you have changed your understanding or grown in your understanding of
what it means to be a follower of Jesus? To be a member of the Catholic Church? Please
describe the change.

e Has this change been easy or difficult? What are the consequences that this new
understanding has brought to you?

e Do you feel you are called by God now? Is God calling you toward some change or
growth? Describe.

Judge according to the Word of God READ: Isaiah conveys God’s words to the Israelite
people: “This is the fasting | wish: releasing those bound unjustly; setting free the oppressed;
sharing your bread with the hungry; sheltering the oppressed and the homeless; clothing the
naked when you see them; and not turning your back on your own. Then your vindication
shall break forth like the dawn, and your wound will be quickly healed. If you honor the
Lord’s ways and not follow your own, serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs,
then you shall take delight in the Lord. Then, when you cry out, the Lord will answer: ‘Here |
am’”. (Isaiah 58:6-13)

e Why does God say that true fasting consists in acting justly and being compassionate?

e Give an example when you put another’s needs before your own? Was it easy? How did
you feel?

e How do comfort and selfishness hinder you from doing what this text says?

e Has God responded to your needs when you served the needs of others? What
happened?

e How do you see St Pius V Parish living up to what this text says?

READ: Jesus told this parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. And he thought:
‘What should I do, for | have no place to store my crops? | know; | will tear down my barns and
build bigger ones, and | will say to my soul- You have ample goods for many years; relax, eat,
drink and be merry’. But God said to him: ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded
of you. (Luke 12:16-19)

e What mistakes did the farmer make? What should he have done?

e How issharing our time in service as important as sharing our material goods with
others?

e How can | turn from comfort and selfishness and be of service to others?
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Put into action the fruits of your reflection . Selfishness and egotistical behavior rob the
world from accomplishing things that take the time, resources and energy of many people.
Situations that seem too big for just one person or a few people become manageable as more
come to serve. God himself came into the world which is in need as one who serves; the call
to be a follower of Christ is to serve as Christ served.

e What are your top priorities? To serve others or serve yourself? How can you make more

time for service to others?
e What are some ways that your family can be more open to Christian service?
e What can you do to encourage others in our parish to be more committed to serve?

Shared prayer followed by Our Father, Hail Mary, and the Prayer with All your Heart.
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REFLEXION PARA 1 MARZO 2015 )
COMODIDAD Y EGOISMO - OBSTACULOS A TRANSFORMACION

Bienvenida Oracion inicial - Pedir a Dios que guie la reflexion

Ver la realidad: Durante la transfiguracion, por un momento breve, los discipulos vieron a
Jesus de una manera distinta; bafiado en luz, con vestido brillante, y hablando con Moisésy
Elias. Después, vieron a Jesus como siempre lo habian visto. La vision les causo6 pensar en la
identidad y misién de Jesus diferentemente. Pero, primero, tuvieron que permitir que Dios
los transformara de su modo de pensar anterior a una nueva manera mas de acuerdo con la
de Dios. Continuamos nuestra serie de reflexiones sobre los obstaculos al servicio como un
modelo de la vida cristiana. Hoy miramos a la comodidad y el egoismo como obstaculos al
servicio a los necesitados como Cristo nos modelo.

e /Crees que has cambiado tu entendimiento de lo que quiere decir ser sequidor de Jesus?
¢Ser miembro de la Iglesia? Por favor, describe el cambio o crecimiento.

e ;Este cambio o crecimiento ha sido dificil o facil? ;Cuales han sido las consecuencias de
este cambio o crecimiento?

e /Tesientes [lamado/por Dios ahora? ;Dios te esta llamando hacia un cambio o
crecimiento? Describe.

Juzgar de acuerdo con la Palabra de Dios LEAN: Isaias comunicé el siguiente mensaje de
Dios a los Judios: “El ayuno que a mi me agrada consiste en esto: en que rompas las cadenas
de lainjusticia; en que dejes libres a los oprimidos; en que compartes tu pan con el
hambriento y recibas en tu casa al pobre sin techo; en que vistas al que no tiene ropa; y no
dejes de socorrer a tus semejantes. Entonces, brillara tu luz como el amanecery tus heridas
sanaran muy pronto. Respetes al Sefior y no andan por tus propios caminos ni buscan tus
propios intereses o persigan tus propios asuntos. El aquél momento, gritaran, y el Sefior
respondera :’Aqui estoy’.” (Isaias 59: 6-9 y 13)

e /;Porqué Dios dice que el ayuno verdadero consiste en actuar con justicia y con
compasion?

e Da unejemplo cuando pusiste las necesidades de otra(s) persona(s) delante de los
tuyos. ;Fue facil?

e ;Como teimpiden de servir la comodidad y el egoismo en tu vida actual?

e /Respondio Dios a tus necesidades cuando has respondido a las necesidades de otros?
Cuenta que paso.

e ;Como estd respondiendo San Pio V a lo que dice este texto biblico?

LEAN: Jesus les conté esta parabola: “Habia un hombre rico, cuyas tierras dieron una gran
cosecha. El rico puso a pensar: ‘;Qué haré? No tengo donde guardar mi cosecha. Ya sé,
derribaré mis graneros y levantaré otros mas grandes; luego, diré a mi alma: Tienes muchas
cosas guardadas por muchos afnos; descansa, come, bebe, alégrate’. Pero Dios le dijo: ‘Necio,
esta misma noche vas a morir’”. (Lucas 12: 16-19)
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o ;Cudlfueelerrordelrico? ;Qué debia haber hecho?

e ;Como es el servicio a los demds de igual importancia como el compartir nuestros
bienes?

e ;Como puedes dejar la comodidad y egoismo y adquirir una actitud mads clara de
servicio?

Poner en accion los frutos de nuestra reflexion La comodidad y el egoismo roban al
mundo de la posibilidad de resolver los problemas grandes que necesitan el tiempo, recursos
y esfuerzos de mucha gente. Situaciones tan grandes por uno o unos pocos, llegan a ser mas
manejables con la entrega de mucha gente dedicada al servicio. Dios mismo se encarné
como uno que sirve. La llamada ser seguidor de Cristo, es: servir como él servia.

e ;Cudles son mis prioridades de vida? ;Donde puedo dar mds tiempo y esfuerzo en el
servicio a otros?

e /Cudles son algunas cosas que nuestra familia puede hacer para ser mas servicial?

e /;Qué puedo hacer para animar a otros de la parroquia ser mas comprometidos al
servicio?

Oracion compartida seguido por Padre Nuestro, Dios te Salve, Oracién con todo el Corazén.




