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FROM THE BULLETIN JANURARY 25, 2015
ST. PAUL: PERMITTING THAT GOD DIRECT YOUR LIFE

These weeks, the scriptures have focused on
Jesus’ early ministry and Jesus calling his
disciples. On January 25, when we celebrate
the conversion of St Paul, we see how the Lord
worked powerfully in Paul’s life to bring about
conversion and then to guide and strengthen
him as a committed disciple. His example of
Christian witness still speaks to us today.

Zealot and Enemy Saul the Pharisee
believed that the new followers of Jesus who
was raised from the dead were a threat to the
Jewish faith. For him, they were wrong and
needed to be silenced. But Saul had a life-
changing encounter with the Risen Christ, who
appeared to him and said: “Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting me”? (Acts 9:12) It was true!
Jesus indeed had risen, and was calling Saul to
a new way of living. Saul, who is also known as
Paul, begins preaching about Jesus. The
energy with which he persecuted Christians
was now channeled into converting people to
be followers of Christ.

Conversion: What could have caused such
aradical change? Paul came face-to-face with
the Lord. As a Jew, he had all the training and
education, but it took a personal encounter
with Christ that shook up his world, opening
up what could be a new way of thinking.

Change can be scary; we can be
overwhelmed by all the hard work before us.
We are comfortable with the way we are and
do things. Paul had been convinced his former
way was correct. To consider a change so
opposite to what he felt was right must have
been especially hard. After meeting Christ,
Paul had to consider abandoning what he had
invested time and energy as his life’s work. His
whole understanding of himself and his
mission changed radically.

The same is true with the call of the first
followers of Jesus. They were fishermen, and
Jesus was calling them into a whole other
lifestyle. Jesus preached: “This is the time of
fulfillment. The Kingdom of god is at hand”.
(Mark 1:15) His words had perhaps made them
curious; but he came in person and invited
them to become fishers of people. They left
everything at that moment and followed him.

Something more These moments seem so
dramatic and abrupt, that one might not want
to leave behind what is so familiar and
comfortable, even if we know there could be
something more. To meet Christ and hear his
callis to feel that walking with the Lord in a
new or different way is better than what we
now have. We are willing to put aside what we
have, even ifitis good, for what the Lord is
offering. Conversion is never forced upon us,
but is something we choose; and God is
patientin his mercy.

Dare to risk As part of our evangelization,
our parish has asked God to give us a heart to
pray. Prayer is a willingness to meet God and
be open before him. This can lead us to new
ideas and new directions. This can be risky,
and fill us with doubts; but the Lord promises
peace, even in the middle of the stormy times.
We are never alone. God is present, and has
brought together others to form a community
of faith to travel the path of conversion
together.
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BOLETIN DE 25 ENERO 2015
SAN PABLO: PERMITIENDO QUE DIOS DIRIJA TU VIDA

Estas semanas, las escrituras han sido
enfocados en el comienzo del ministerio de
Jesusy su llamada a sus discipulos. EL 25 de
Enero, celebramos la fiesta de la conversion de
San Pablo, viendo como el Sefior trabaja con
poder en su vida, al punto de que su ejemplo
como testigo cristiano impacta nuestro mundo
hoy en dia.

Zelota y enemigo El fariseo Saulo creia
que esos seguidores de tal Cristo resucitado de
los muertos eran una amenaza a la fe de los
judios. Para él, eran equivocados, y tenian que
estar silenciados. Pero Saulo tuvo un
encuentro con Cristo resucitado que cambio
completamente su vida. Cristo lo dijo: “Saulo,
Saulo ;por qué me persigues”? (Hechos 9:4)
iEra verdad! Jesus ha resucitado, y estaba
llamando a Saulo a vivir de manera nueva.
Saulo, también llamado Pablo, comienza
predicando a favor de Jesucristo como un
discipulo. El mismo entusiasmo que le hizo un
adversario que teme, ahora esta atrayendo
muchos ser convertidos en seguidores de
Cristo.

Conversion: ; Qué podria haber
causado una transformacién radical? Pablo se
enfrenté con el Sefior mismo. Como judio,
tenia la educacién y formacién, pero su
encuentro personal con Cristo se volcé su
mundo, abriendo otras posibilidades y una
nueva manera de pensar.

El cambio nos puede tener miedo;
podemos sentir abrumados frente a un trabajo
que parece dificil. Pablo estaba convencido
que sus creencias anteriores eran correctos.
Tomar una decision opuesto a ellas seria
sumamente dificil. Después de su encuentro
con Cristo, Pablo tenia que considerar
abandonando lo que le contaba tiempo y
energia en su vida

Algo parecido pas6 con la llamada de
los primeros discipulos de JesUs. Eran
pescadores, y Jesus los llamé a un estilo de
vida muy distinto. Jesus predico: “Ha llegado
el tiempoy el reino de Dios esta cerca”.
(Marcos 1:15) Quizas estaban curiosos; pero
los visitaba en personay los invité ser
pescadores de hombres. En ese momento,
dejaron sus redes y lo siguieron.

Algo mas: Momentos como esos parecen
bruscos y dramaticos; y una persona no quiere
dejar lo conocido y cdmodo, alin sabemos que
puede ser algo mas. Pero encontrarse con
Cristo y caminar con él no ayuda sentir que
este camino nuevo o diferente vale la pena
sobre lo que tenemos ahora. Estamos
disponibles dejar lo que tenemos, aun sea
bueno, a favor de lo que el Sefior nos esta
pidiendo. Nunca nos obliga Dios convertirnos,
pero la escogimos; y Dios es paciente en su
misericordia.

Arriesgarse: Como parte de nuestro
programa de evangelizacion, nuestra
parroquia pide a Dios darnos un corazén para
orar. La oracién es una disponibilidad
encontrarnos con Dios y estar abiertos frente a
él. Esto nos puede considerar nuevas ideas y
nuevas direcciones. Puede ser arriesgoso y nos
llena con dudas; pero el Sefior nos prometa
paz en medio de las tormentas. Nunca
estamos abandonados. Dios esta presente;
ademas, pone en nuestro camino otros para
formar una comunidad para tomar el camino
de conversién juntos.



